
I n s i d e

For Jim McGuire, who is handling the on-site arrangements for our
Annual Membership Meeting – ‘A Capital Event,’ April 19-21 –  the
question is not ‘What are we going to do?’ but ‘What are we not going to
do?’

“There are so many things that would be of interest to our members in
the D.C. area we just can’t cover them all, even if we were here for a
week,” Jim observed. Under consideration for the meeting are visits to and
briefings about the Pentagon, DINFOS, Andrews, the Hill, Arlington
Cemetery, the Newseum, AFA, and the Air Force and WW II Memorials.
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Planning Continues
For Annual Meeting

His challenge is to put together a mix of
events that fits into Thursday evening,
Friday, and Saturday and still allow
time for the business meeting and the
gala dinner that concludes the festivities.

“Our hotel, the Hilton Alexandria
Old Town, is an asset. It’s brand new
and next to the King Street Metro
Station. That makes it easy and
inexpensive to get from Reagan
National Airport or Union Station
compared to using a taxi. It will also
make getting around the D.C. area a
snap for  those who want to sightsee.”

The rooms at the hotel feature twice-
daily housekeeping service with
evening turndown, sitting areas,
premium stocked refreshment centers,
hairdryers, coffee makers, and irons
and ironing boards. There is a fitness
room; an indoor heated swimming pool,
and a sauna. Golf, tennis, and racquetball
facilities are nearby.

“To a large extent, the program will
be driven by  where things are and how
we will get to them. Even on weekends,
traffic is a problem,” Jim said. “But, by
the next issue of this newsletter, we’ll
have a well thought out, interesting,
varied, and unique program that will
pique everyones interest.”

Schmelz
Obit
         – pg 6

The Director
Secretary of the Air Force
Office of Public Affairs
cordially invites you to

The Air Force Public Affairs
Holiday Ball

Saturday, December 16, 2000
Social 6:30 P.M..    Dinner 7:30 P.M.

Hilton Crystal City at National Airport
Arlington, Virginia

Choice of:

Filet Mignon
with  Peppercorn Sauce

Broiled Fillet of Salmon
with Shallot Sauce

Wild Mushroom Risotto
with Winter Vegetables

Entertainment by
High Flight

Coat & Tie/Holiday Dress

Payment $35 Per Person

RSVP with Payment by
November 20, 2000

Make Checks Payable to the
 SAF/PA Morale Fund

Mail to: SAF/PAR (Sherry Medders)
1690 Air Force Pentagon

Washington, DC 20330-1690

Information:
Sherry Medders
(703) 695-0640

sherry.medders@pentagon.af.mil

Scho larsh ip
R e c e p t i o n
Works At AFA
It was not the usual social hour and
luncheon for the presentation of the
Major General Arno Luehman
scholarship – but those who felt the
change to a simple, late-afternoon
reception would hurt the event, worried
needlessly.

More than 70 Public Affairs alumni
and members of the active force were  at
the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel for
the presentation on September 13.

Most agreed that the new format
worked fine as Captain John
Hutcheson of the Air Combat
Command’s Office of Public Affairs
at Langley AFB was presented the
Arno Luehman scholarship.

The change in format was triggered
when the Air Force Association adopted
a policy that no alcoholic beverages
would be served before 6 PM during its
annual Washington symposium and
exhibition. AFPAAA and AFA
sponsored the nonalcoholic beverages
that were provided for the reception.

Lee Hogan:
B-17s to SAF/OI

– pg 2

Memberships will expire for about one
third of AFPAAA’s members on
December 31.  Renewal  notices will be
arriving shortly.

“We’d appreciate your  sending in
your renewal when you receive the
notice,” said membership chairman Neil
Buttimer. “Delays in renewing that
trigger sending additonal notices mean

The Time To Renew Membership Is Now
we incur added expense that can be
avoided with a prompt response.”

Not renewing means you won’t
receive the newsletter and annual
membership directory, and loss of
access to secure areas of AFPAAA’s
web site.  If you have questions, contact
Neil  at (540) 972-0083 or by e-mail at:
nbuttimer@afpaaa.org

Public Affairs
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For five years after the war, he
was an FAA air traffic controller at
Atlanta's Hartsfield Airport and
worked with his father-in-law in
the dairy business in Madison,
Georgia.

In 1950, he was recalled to active
duty for the Korean War and flew
B-29's from Yokota AB, Japan on
bombing mission over Korea. In
1953, he was assigned to SAC at
McDill AFB, FL until 1961, when
he was sent to the Pentagon to
work in a press area for classified
military news, nicknamed ‘The
Hole.’

He became editor-in-chief of
European Stars & Stripes at
Darmstadt, Germany in 1965. In
1969, he was made commander of
the Home Town News Center. In
1973, he was reassigned to the
Pentagon, where he remained until
his retirement  as a colonel in 1976
with 32 years of Air Force service.

He returned to his hometown of
Atlanta , where he lived until his death.
He is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Syble J. Michael; three married
children; and four grandchildren.

Lee Hogan: From B-17
Pilot To SAF/OI Director
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Henry L. ‘Lee’ Hogan III was  a Johnny-
come-lately to the Information career
field, whose initial assignment was as
SAFOI’s Deputy Director of
Information in 1968; the following year
he was named director.

Despite being a general and
starting at the top, Hogan had no
illusions about his information skills.
“I was really a basic PR neophyte –
I have no idea at what level the
decision was made except that
obviously, the Chief (Gen. John P.
McConnell) had to agree with it and
propose me to the Secretary (Harold
Brown). Anyway, I got marching
orders and there I was.”

“This really impressed upon me
the importance of counting on young
guys in the Air Force PR business –
who started at the bottom and worked
up through it, understood it, could
get things done, and most of all relate
to the press. This is not an easy thing.
To me, (the press) were a bunch of
folks to be avoided.”

Hogan’s varied career, which
lacked Information assignments,
served him well in meeting the PR
challenges he faced as the director.

“I have to agree with Bill Coleman’s
opinion that the front man should
represent, to the extent possible, the
operational side of your house, because
people tend to think of the services as
the guys who are going to fight their
wars and protect their homes.”

“It’s a shame that it works out that
way, but I think the front guy should
always have a bunch of decorations and
preferably have been there; he’s got to
be able to relate to the problem
somehow, even though he’s not a PR
expert  . . . The No. 2 guy and the staff
at the SAFOI level have got to be the
best. I think it’s changed since then; I
hope it has. I get the impression we’ve
got a bunch of professional folks who
know and understand the business.”

His advice to newcomers working
for a commander in the field: “It’s so
much a function of the personality –
You can get over enthusiastic and
become a thorn in the side of the
commander (or) you can keep a beady
eye out for the things that are really
important and be a great asset. It is all
a matter of keeping the commander

happy by keeping him well
informed,” he added. “That’s what it
amounts to.”

Lee’s military career began as an
enlisted man with  Kentucky National
Guard’s 11th Infantry and 123rd
Cavalry. A wartime graduate of The
United States Military Academy’s  class
of ‘43. It was the first class to graduate
members with wings earned as West
Point cadets.  Hogan flew 51 combat
missions over Germany and  Romania
as a B-17 pilot in the 483rd
Bombardment Group, 15th Air Force,
out of Foggia, Italy, and was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross and the
Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters.
He was a command pilot with 6,000
flying hours.

From 1953-55 he was the
executive officer to Air Force
Secretaries Harold E. Talbott and
Donald S. Quarles, at the time the
unification battle raged between the
services. Nobody understood the
depth of commitment of the
professional Navy, Hogan recalled.
“The professional Navy officer is
Navy all the way . . . They are not
dedicated ‘joint’ Americans. They
are dedicated ‘Navy’ Americans.”

The Army was different. “I don’t
think the Army understood that
people could be as serious about
roles and missions as the Navy was.”

During this same period Talbott
pushed for an Air Force Academy.
He raised the issue with President
Eisenhower and “to my great
astonishment, Ike said, ‘Yes. Go
ahead and do it.’”

Colorado got a leg up as a possible
site for the Air Force Academy when it
donated 17,000 acres. “It wasn’t all that
tough for Ike to accept – he really loved
Colorado, fly fishing and all that stuff.”

Hogan was a member of the
original staff of the Air Force
Academy when it was established at
Lowry AFB. After heading four
different departments, when the
Academy’s permanent site in
Colorado Springs in 1958, Lee
became Deputy Commandant of
Cadets for Airmanship Studies.

He commanded several Strategic
Air Command (SAC) units before
being named Air Force member on

the JCS Chairman’s Staff Group,
during the tenures of Generals
Maxwell D. Taylor and  Earle G.
Wheeler. Early planning for
deployment of U.S. forces to Vietnam
dominated daily agendas.  In SAFOI
Hogan found this experience
invaluable in addressing the Air
Force’s role in Southeast Asia.

“The Air Force felt that it did not
have sufficient prestige or sufficient
clout in the U.S. command structure,
nor did it have the impact on airpower
decisions – supporting a type of war we
really shouldn’t have been fighting in

tunnels, trenches and woods.”
“An awful lot of energy was spent

on haggling about this problem.
Everything was just nitpicked from
the ground up and mushed by the
folks in DoD – There is no way to
fight a war at the other side of the
world without letting the guys with
the responsibility have more to say
than our air forces had.”

His  30-years Air Force career
ended in 1972 when he retired as a
major general. He died at age 76 in a
hospital near his Satellite Beach,
Florida, home on April 13, 1996.

Florence Sherwood Michael, Jr.
F. S. Michael, Jr., whose Public
Affairs assignments included
editorship of European Stars &
Stripes from 1965-1969 and
Commander of the Air Force Home
Town News Center from 1969-
1973, died in Atlanta on July 13,
2000 from complications of
pneumonia.

He was born Florence Sherwood
Michael on January 10, 1920 in
Madison, Georgia,  grew up in
Atlanta, and attended Georgia
Tech.

 He joined the Army Air Corps
in January 1941 and  received his
wings and commission at Moody
AFB, GA.

His first assignment was to
National Airport in Washington,
DC, as a member of the flight crew
for President Roosevelt's plane, the
‘Sacred Cow.’ During this
assignment, he flew around the
world three times, carrying
dignitaries that included Charles
de Gaulle, General  Douglas
MacArthur, Secretary of War
Henry Stimson and New York
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia.

John J. Caulfield
John J. Caulfield of Plano, Texas,
passed away on September 5. He
was 84.

In an Air Force  career of more
than 36 years he had a wide variety
of assignments. He became a Public
Affairs Officer  at the mid-point of
his Air Force career.

His assignments in Public Affairs
included working under Major
General Arno Luehman at
Recruiting Service Headquarters
and as  the commander of Command

Services Unit at Bolling AFB.
His last assignment was as the

Public Affairs Officer for the United
States Southern Command in
Panama.

He was born in The Bronx, New
York. During his retirement he lived
in Plano, Texas. Surviving are his
wife of 55 years, Emma; son John
J., Jr.; three grand daughters, and a
sister. He was interred with full
military honors at Hillcrest
Memorial Park in Dallas.

by Chuck Lucas

Stories From The AFPAAA
Oral History Project
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Dear Friends –

In my previous column I mentioned I wanted to find a way to engender more
member participation in our Association.  This may do it.

During the Board of Director's September meeting, a proposal to change the Association's name by
dropping the word "Alumni" was debated.  The new name would be, simply, Air Force Public Affairs
Association.  Good arguments were made by both those in favor and opposed to such a change. The
board decreed that I, in this column, should present the idea to you and solicit your comments and
suggestions.

As I said, there are reasonable arguments on both sides. Rather than enumerate them all here I'll just
cite a couple of pros (for the change) and cons (against the change) to prime the pump:

PRO - There is anecdotal evidence that the word "alumni" is a turn off to potential new members.
We've been told that it positions us as a "geezer" group.

CON - Most of the new members who have joined in the past few years have been younger, active
duty types who were obviously not 'turned off' by the current name.

PRO - We have been told by many of our corporate benefactors that the 'alumni' in our name makes it
more difficult for them to provide monetary donations/support.

CON - While the association's early development was helped immeasurably by corporate support, we
are doing much better now and our endowment fund, when fully funded, will cover future expenses.

PRO - The benefits of making a change outweigh any associated cost.

CON - Including new stationary and replacing existing logo-wear (shirts, cups, etc.), it could cost as
much as $5K to make this change, which is an excessive and unnecessary expense.

The bottom line is that some members feel strongly that a change in the name would materially
change the nature of the organization and move it away from what it was intended to be by the
founders.  Other members believe that such a change is positive and that to stay a viable organization
we need to widen our horizons and our 'acceptability' to all potential members and benefactors.

I hasten to add that there are many other arguments to be made, both pro and con. And, I am sure we
will hear them in the ensuing discussion. Please respond (to the board not just to me) by e-mail, snail
mail, fax, Morse code or, most interactive of all, via our on-line forum. (If you have not done so
already, you can join at http://www.afpaaa.org/forum.html). We look forward to hearing from you.

Air Force Public Affairs Association (AFPAA) or Air Force Public Affairs Alumni Association
(AFPAAA)?  What do you think?

Sincerely,

                         –  John Gura

AF Public Affairs Alumni Association News & Notes is published by the Air Force Public Affairs Alumni Association, all rights reserved. Jim W. Hart,
Chairman of the Board; John T. Gura, President; John G. Terino, Communications Chairman. Correspondence may be sent to Air Force Public Affairs Alumni
Association, P. O. Box 540, Fairfax, VA 22030-0540.



Sigmund R. Adams
Major
Associate

Home: 3907 Kansas Ave. NW
           Washington, DC 20019
Phone: (202) 726-1826
Business: Federal Public

Defender
District of Maryland
6411 Ivy Lane, Ste 710
Greenbelt, MD  20770

Phone: (301) 344-0600
Fax: (301) 344-0019

Pete Alexandrakos
Lifetime Founder

Colonel
Retired: 1991
Home: 12524 Fanleaf Ct.

Fairfax, VA 22033
Phone: (703) 352-4113
E-Mail:  owhn@earthlink.net

Art Barnes
CMSgt

Retired: 1988
Home: 191 E. Second St.
            Xenia, OH 45385-3448
Phone: (937) 376-4620
Business: Wilberforce Univer-

sity
1055 Bickett Rd.
Wilberforce, OH 45384

Phone: (937) 708-5648
Fax: (937) 376-5793
E-Mail: artbarnes@dayton-

online.net

Len Barry
Lt Col (ret. ‘95)/GS-12

Home: 415 Shiloh Station Rd
Shiloh, IL 66269-4000

Phone: (618) 624-6335
Business: AFCA/XPPA
       203 W. Losey St., Rm 1200
      Scott AFB IL 62225-5222
Phone: (618) 256-4396
Fax: (618) 256-8596
E-Mail: Len.Barry@scott.af.mil

Richard C. Basore
MSgt

Retired: 1985
Home: 431 S. Lindley Ave.
     Indianapolis, IN 46241-0545

Jereon M. Brown
Lt Col
Associate

Home: PSC 1000 49
          Spruce St.
            Langley AFB, VA 23665

Maurice F. Casey
Lifetime Member

Lt Gen
Retired: 1977
Home: Ocenaus 199

        Hwy A1A 203E
        Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Karen Cordevant
GS-11
Associate

Home: 117 Hazel Avenue
Belleville, IL 62223

Phone: (618) 397-8571
Business: 375th Airlift Wing/PA
            101 Heritage Dr., Ste. 38
          Scott AFB, IL 62225
Phone: (618) 256-4241
Fax: (618) 256-8837
E-Mail: karen.cordevant@

scott.af.mil

Allen L. Eakle
Lifetime Member

MSgt
Retired: 1993
Home: 1405 S. Nellis Blvd.

#2027
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Phone: (702) 431-6071
Business: Hoover Dam

Visitors Services
Hoover Dam LCD-140
P.O. Box 60400
Boulder City, NV
89006-0400

Phone: (702) 294-3516
Fax: (702) 431-9501
E-Mail:aleakle@earthlink.net

Howard Andrew Ellis
MSgt

Retired: 1965
Home: 8650 Pigeon Road

Moreno Valley, CA
92557-0701

Phone: (909) 683-0155
E-Mail: howardellis75@

aol.com

June F. Forte
Lifetime Founder

GS-15
Associate

Home: 12702 Valleywood Dr.
           Woodbridge, VA 22192
Phone: (703) 497-0523
Business: OASD/SOLIC/
          PK&HA
            2500 Defense Pentagon
          Washington, DC 2030-
             2500
Phone: (703) 695-2313
Fax: (703) 614-1679
E-Mail:  home1270@msn.com

Mary Ann Freeman
Major
Associate

Home: 826 Orange Ave. #106
Coronado, CA 92118

Carolyn J. Garber
Civ
Associate

Home: 2909 L. Don Dodson
#1522
Bedford, TX 76021

Nicole E. Greenwood
Captain
Associate

Home: 4505 Carmel Dr.
Cheyenne, WY 82009

Phone: (307) 635-6677
Business: 60th AMW/PA

Travis AFB CA
Phone: (707) 424-2011
E-Mail: jngreenwood@

uswest.net

Barry Grossman
Lifetime Member

SMSgt
Retired: 1992
Home: 2941 Mount Royal Dr
             Castle Rock, CO 80104
Phone: (720) 733-0288
Business: Praco Limited

Advertising & Public
Relations
5300 DTC Parkway
Suite 150
Englewood, CO 80111

Phone: (303) 689-0704, Ext/
225

Fax: (303) 850-7820
E-Mail: barry@praco.com

John F. Gulick
Lifetime Found er

Lt Col
Retired: 1983
Home: 11494 Mayapple Way

San Diego, CA 92131
Phone: (858) 695-8203
Business: Director Public Affairs

Computer Sciences
Corp.
Technology
Management Group
9305 Lightwave Ave.
MZ:WP2
P.O. Box 939011
San Diego, CA 92193-
9011

Phone: (858) 573-4143
Fax: (858) 573-3161
E-Mail: Jgulick@csc.com

Jess D. Harvey
SSgt
Associate

Home: 970 Courthouse Rd.
Apt 1
Gulfport, MS 39507-
4186

Phone: (228) 374-5668
Business: U.S. Air Force
          720 Chappie James Ave.

        Room 101
         Keesler AFB, MS 39534
Phone: (228) 374-2254
Fax: (228) 377-3940
E-Mail: harvey.jess@

keesler.af.mil

Peter R. Hefler
Major

Retired: 1985
Home: 622 Kensington Ave.

Severna Park, MD
21146

Phone: (410) 647-0058
Business: Corridor Transporta-

tion Corporation
312 Marshall Ave.
Suite 104
Laurel, MD 20707

Phone: (301) 725-4000 ext.
102

Fax: (301) 725-0776
E-Mail: phefler@

gpmetrobus.com

Larry E. Johnson
Lifetime Member

Colonel
Retired: 1985
Home: 1010 Oakmont Ct.

Napa, CA 94559
Phone: (707) 226-8846
Business: Town and Country

Travel
1800-A Soscol St.
Napa, CA 94559

Phone: (707) 253-0322
Fax: (707) 253-0412
E-Mail: Larryjunetravel@

pacbell.net

James L. Katzaman
SMSgt

Retired: 1999
Home: 452 Norvelle Court

Glen Burnie, MD
21061-6124

Phone: (410) 761-3354
Business: Public Affairs

Consultant
Abacus Technology

Phone: (410) 570-6101
E-Mail: jimkatzaman@

consultant.com

Gaylord A. Knapp
Lifetime Founder

Lt Col
Retired: 1971
Home: 10790 Toepperwein

Apt. 206
Converse, TX 78109

Phone: (210) 566-8828

Ben Langer
CMSgt

Retired: 1990
Home: 43446 Jubilee St.
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South Riding, VA
20152-2519

Phone: (703) 327-0669
Business: Public Affairs Office
           U.S. Department of
           Transportation
           400 Seventh St. SW
           Washington, DC 20590
Phone: (202) 366-5574
Fax: (202) 366-5583
E-Mail: benlanger@hotmail.com

John Martin
Lt Col
Associate

Home: 201 Plantation Club Dr.
Apt 705
Melbourne, FL 32940-
1930

Business: 45th Space Wing
1201 Minuteman Dr.
Suite C-129
Patrick AFB, FL 32937

Phone: (407) 494-5933
Fax: (407) 494-7302

Douglas D. McCoy, Jr.
Colonel
Associate

Home: 120 Tyburn Court
         Hampton, VA 23669-1919
Phone: (775) 850-7807
Business: Director of Public
       Affairs
        HQ Air Combat Command
        115 Thompson St. Ste 211
       Langley AFB, VA 23665-
       1987
Phone: (753) 764-5471
Fax: (757) 764-4688
E-Mail: douglas.mccoy@

langley.af.mil

Sherry Medders
GS-12
Associate

Home: 6211 Littlethorpe Lane
Alexandria, VA 22315-
3700

E-Mail: Sage440@aol.com

Herbert F. Meyer, Jr.
Lifetime Member

Colonel
Retired: 1992
Home: 2011 Courtside Lane

Apt. 103
Charlotte, NC 28270

Phone: (704) 321-3097
Business: Executive Director

Manorhouse Assisted
Living Community
1540 Polo Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC
27106

Phone: (336) 722-7118
Fax: (336) 722-9785
E-Mail: dutchpete@aol.com

Alvina Mitchell
Lifetime Member

Lt Col
Associate

Home: 1874 S. Springcrest Ct.
          Beavercreek, OH 45432
Phone: (937) 429-4844
Business: Director of Public
          Affairs
            Aeronautical Systems
          Center
         1865 Fourth St. Rm 240
          Wright-Patterson AFB
          OH 45433-7129
Phone: (937) 255-3334
E-Mail: Mitchfamly@aol.com

Steve Murray
Major
Associate

Home: 4023-6 Ashwood Cir.
Andrews AFB, MD
20762

Phone: (301) 599-2307
Business: Defense Information

School (DINFOS)
6500 Mapes Road
Ft. Meade, MD 20755-
5620

Phone: (301) 677-4360
Fax: (301) 677-4263
E-Mail: murrayr@

dinfos.osd.mil

Jack Oswald
Lt Col

Retired: 1977
Home: 1110 Rosewalk Way

Pasadena, CA  91103
Phone: (626) 796-6662
Business: GOAL Productions

2623 E. Foothill Suite
101
Pasadena, CA 91107

Phone: (818) 584-9515
E-Mail: goalfilm@aol.com

James L. Pepper
SSgt
Associate

Home: 7041 Kent Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone: (559) 584-2075
Business: Pepper, Ink.

3160 Harrison Street
Riverside, CA 92503

Phone: (909) 687-9488
Fax: (909) 687-7227
E-Mail: Pepperlink@yahoo.com

Wayne D. Perry
Captain
Associate

Home: 1600 S. Joyce St.
           Apt. 1421
           Arlington, VA 22202-5128

Mark R. Phillips
Major
Associate

Home: 4710 Pinecrest Ct.
Dumphries, VA 22026

Phone: (703) 583-2821
Business: PhD Student

Univ. of Maryland
College Park MD

E-Mail: Threebobs@aol.com

Ronald S. Scharven
SMSgt

Retired: 1989
Home: 5807 Oak Run
              San Antonio, TX 78247
Phone: (210) 646-8929
Business: 37 CES/CEV

2240 Walker Ave.
Lackland AFB, TX
78236-5637

Phone: (210) 671-4844
Fax: (210) 671-2241
E-Mail: ronald.scharven@

Lackland.af.mil

Allan R. Scholin
Colonel

Retired: 1975
Home: 14854 Par Club Circle

Tampa, FL 33624
Phone: (813) 962-2248
E-Mail: ascholin@

tampabay.rr.com

Jennifer L. Spears
Lt
Associate

Home: 3549 E. Glenn
Tucson, AZ 85716

Phone: (520) 318-1430
Business: Raytheon Company/
            Business Development
          Customer Communi-
          cations
          P.O. Box 11337
           Tucson, AZ 85734-1337
Phone: (520) 794-4182
Fax: (520) 794-3134
E-Mail: jlspears@

west.raytheon.com

Ken St. John
Major

Retired: 1993
Home: 8101 41 St. Ct.
         West Tacoma, WA 98466
Phone: (253) 460-2949
Business: Vision Compass Inc.

1301 5th Avenue
Suite 1400
Seattle  WA 98101

Phone: (206) 770-2854
Fax: (253) 566-8435
E-Mail: ken_stjohn@

visioncompass.com

E. Gifford Stack
Lifetime Founder

Colonel
Retired: 1996
Home: 97 Chisholm Trail

Santa Fe, NM 87501-
9575

Phone: (505) 984-1910
Business: National Association

for PET Container
Resources (NAPCOR)
97 Chisholm Trail
Santa Fe, NM 87501-
9575

Phone: (505) 820-0747
Fax: (505) 984-1909
E-Mail: egstack@napcor.com

Ramona Stelford
Lifetime Founder

Colonel
Associate

Home: 530 Blackhawk Ct.
Colorado Springs, CO
80919-1143

Rich Stevenson
Colonel

Retired: 1991
Home: 206 Fairfax Ave.

Hopkinsville, KY 42240
Phone: (270) 886-4171
Business: Rets Medical &
          Business Institute
         4001 Fort Campbell Blvd.
         Hopkinsville, KY 42240
Phone: (270 886-1302
E-Mail: ukatsfan@

bellsouth.net

Terry Tyrrell
Colonel
Associate

Home: 8902 Arley Drive
Springfield, VA 22153

Phone: (703) 912-3548
Business:SAF/PAX

1690 Air Force
Pentagon
Washington DC
20330-1690

Phone: (703) 697-6715
Fax: (703) 693-1523
E-Mail: john.tyrell@

pentagon.af.mil

Edward G. ‘Ed’ Worley
Lt Col
Associate

Home: 7414 S. Brampton Ct.
Montgomery, AL
36117

Phone: (334) 396-7701
Business: Student, Air War

College
Maxwell AFB AL

E-Mail: worleybird5@
home.com
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Maurice Casey, Barry Grossman, Larry Johnson,
Don Macaluso, and Herb Meyer have upgraded to
Lifetime Membership status.

Prop Wash
&

Jet Blast

     Five More Lifers . . .

Richard Basore
     Welcome Aboard  To . . .

6

    Friends Passing . . .
John Frisbee, who edited Air Force Magazine for ten years
and then wrote the magazine’s monthly column, "Valor,"
died of lung cancer August 26. John, who retired as a
colonel, was a pilot in WW II; taught at the U.S. Military
Academy; and was the first head of the history department
and acting head of the political science department at the
U.S. Air Force Academy . . . Orval G. "Hap" Willoughby, 93,
chief of the Defense Department news branch from 1965 to
1977, died of cancer Aug. 18 . . . Herb Coleman, who was
responsible for DoD’s Early Bird when he retired as Chief of
the Current News & Research Service in 1994, died of
cardiopulmonary arrest August 13. A veteran WW II  B-17
pilot on 31 missions in Europe, Herb worked for Aviation
Week & Space Technology for 28 years, from 1958 until he
retired in 1986 as Managing Editor.

Rudolf J. (Rudy) Schmelz, 69, died
suddenly on a quiet  evening at home in
Steinwenden, Germany, October 11.
He retired as a Chief Master Sergeant in
1984 and was a GS-12 at Ramstein Air
Base as at the time of his death.

Born to a military tradition, Rudy
was the son of a German general officer.
Barely into his teens, he was drafted
into the German army. Sent into action
with little training, his unit was overrun
easily by U.S. forces. Rudy had been
told that if captured by Americans, he
would be executed promptly.

Followed by a grim rifle team, a big,
burly sergeant rushed into the building
where Rudy and the other surviving
boys stood with hands up. No sight
could have been more terrifying to the
youngsters. But instead of  shooting,
the sergeant stopped, staring at his
prisoners –including the dead and
wounded.

“These are just children!” he choked,
and as his men collected the Germans’
weapons, the big American, with tears
in his eyes, began passing out chocolate
bars. From that moment, Rudy never
wanted anything more than to be an
American.

With the war over, he began studies
at Heidelberg University. Then came
an opportunity to go to America and
study at Princeton. Not long after
arriving in the U.S., Rudy received a
draft notice, and elected to enter the
U.S. Air Force.

In the years that followed, Rudy
moved steadily up the ladder, eagerly
accepting new and broader
responsibilities. Countless men and
women from the public affairs,
broadcast, and band fields benefited
from his friendship, which once given
was like iron.

Rudolf J. Schmelz
Rudy was also a superb judge of

character. While helping many through
kindness, he was quick to correct those
who were lazy and unmilitary. He could
be merciless to the untruthful.

Wounded in action while attached
to an Army unit in Vietnam, Rudy
proudly wore the Purple Heart. But
even before his wounds healed, he was
begging to get back to the work he
loved. The boy who had wanted more
than anything to be an American had
become one of our best.

In a lifetime filled with
accomplishment, one of Rudy's
proudest moments came when his son
Joe was commissioned in a Pentagon
ceremony. Only a few days before
Rudy died, Lt. Col. Joe Schmelz retired
from the Air Force. There is no doubt
what career Rudy hopes at least one of
his grandchildren will follow.

After being laid to rest with military
honors in Arlington National Cemetery,
his adopted country's most prestigious
resting-place, Rudy has come home. I
am sure he feels burial there is even
better than the chocolate bar  from that
American sergeant long ago.

General John Pauley, a former
USAFE commander, said Rudy
epitomized what every member of the
Air Force – commissioned or
noncommissioned – hopes to be: smart,
sharp, dedicated, loyal, capable,
courageous; so many words, yet all
fitting this man.

How do I know so much about the
man, and not just the chief? Not because
I knew him since we were young. Not
because he did so much to make my life
happy. Not because he was so loyal. I
like to think it's because he considered
me his friend.

                  – Gerry Hickman

I've known Rudy since ‘77 when
he was my sponsor at HQ USAFE.
I worked with him, I worked for
him.

I was on a Brave Shield Exercise
at Hurlburt when Rudy was
working my assignment from Shaw
to Ramstein. The phones were so

bad that you couldn't get to the next
tent.  But then there's Rudy!  He got
through to me from Germany to
tell me what I needed to do to
expedite my assignment. How he
did that has always amazed me. He
was great.  Like everyone who knew
him, I will miss him.

                   – Dom Cardonita

Rudy was always there when you
needed him -- and always the man
who, when the chips were down, had
access to resources to save the day
and a world-wide network of friends
that were able to provide support.

Big problems, small problems:

Rudy solved them all. And always
helping those he served with – and
making the USAF a better place.

We'll always miss him. One that
could be counted on -- and one that
always had his friends at heart.

                  – Geoff Baker

 I've known Rudy since 1973
and his favorite story from those
days was to tell people that after he
explained to me what he did as the
resource manager at USAFE/PA I
told him that was the job I wanted.

Sixteen years later I got that job
and Rudy was there to greet me,
congratulate me and mentor me.
Public Affairs and a lot us have lost
a great friend.

                     – Dave Smith

Ken St. John
Terry Tyrrell

As a young captain visiting  USAFE
headquarters from Aviano AB for the
first time I met Rudy in 1976.  He
seemed so very military, so “Prussian’
in behavior and appearance, so correct,
and so intimidating.

I transferred to the headquarters late
in 1977 and soon got to know the
‘other’ Rudy well – the Rudy who was
loyal to a fault, who could accomplish

the impossible with his vast network of
connections, who cared, and the Rudi
who had the most amazing twinkle in
his eye. He enjoyed a good joke, a good
party, a good beer, a job well done, and
he enjoyed the fellowship of his co-
workers.  And he loved the Air Force.
Both Rudy’s taught me lessons I’ll
always cherish.

        – Val Elbow Johnston

Rudy was a great friend, not only to
those of us who were fortunate to
serve with him at USAFE, but even
more important, to our families.
Rudy was our “Godfather.”

He treated us all like we were
his family by arranging temporary
(and even permanent) quarters,
putting food in our refrigerators,
blankets on the bed, towels and tp
in the johns and even magazine and
books to read.  He insured we had
transportation and introduced us to
our new family of friends at

USAFE.  He was also the last person
we saw when our tour was over,
patting us on the back and waving
goodbye. If we or our kids had
problems, we went to Rudy for
counsel because we knew we could
trust him to do the right thing.

My wife, children (now grown
adults with children of their own)
and I will miss him...we will be
telling “Rudy” stories
forever...that’s the kind of guy he
was.

              – Ron Sherman


